
The Stripping of the Altar 

After the Last Supper, less than 24 hours remained in the earthly life of our 

Lord.  Events moved rapidly: 

 Prayer in Gethsemane 

 Betrayal by Judas 

 Arrest, mock trial, painful beating 

 The trudge to Golgotha and execution 

As his life was stripped from Him, so we strip our altar of the signs of life to 

symbolize His purposeful, redemptive suffering and death for us.  

Offerings 

Our offerings represent one way of serving God and others.  They reflect 

God’s greatest offering to the world and to us in Sending His Son, Jesus, in 

human form.  As the offered body of Jesus was removed from sight in burial, 

so we remove our offerings. 

Missal Stand and Worship Books 

The missal stand holds our worship books that guide our worship life together 

as we sing praises to our God.  AS Jesus suffers, joyous songs are not heard.  

As these sounds of joy are removed from our lips, we remove the missal stand 

from our altar. 

Communion Vessels 

Jesus’ offered Body and His shed Blood have been given to us in, with and 

under the bread and wine in this Holy Sacrament.  As He was removed from us 

in the grave, so we remove the elements and vessels of this Sacrament from 

the altar. 

Candles extinguished and removed 

Jesus said, “I am the Light of the World.  Whoever follows Me will have the 

light of life and will never walk in darkness.”  The events of Golgotha snuffed 

out the human life of Jesus, the Light of the World.  As even creation was dark 

when He suffered, so we extinguish our candles and remove them.   

Flags and Paraments 

Our altar is in the form of a table.  It is here where our Lord Jesus serves us as 

both host and meal at His banquet feat; The coverings and paraments are made 

of fine linen and brocade; materials appropriate for feasting with our King.  As 

our King’s body was stripped in crucifixion, so our altar is stripped of its 

coverings.   

                                               Maundy Thursday  
                     Thursday, April 14, 2022 – 7:00pm 

                    “Receiving the Gifts” 

 
Opening Hymn: 436 “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 

 

Invocation: 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: AMEN 

 

P:  Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 

C: Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
 

P: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit. 

C: A broken and contrite heart, O God thou wilt not despise.  

     Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:     

     as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world  

     without end.  Amen 
 

Prayer: O Lord Jesus, since you have left us a memorial of your  

      Passion in the wonderful sacrament of your body and blood that  

      the fruits of your redeeming work may continually be manifest  

      in us; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

      one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

Confession of Sins:  

P:  Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one  

 another.  Holy and gracious God, 

C: I confess that I have sinned against you this day.  Some of  

     my sin I know - the thoughts and words and deeds of which I    

     am ashamed - but some is known only to you.  In the name of  

     Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness.  Deliver and restore me that I  

     may rest in peace. 

P: By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in  

     him we are forgiven.  We rest now in his peace and rise in the  

     morning to serve him. 

C: Amen 

 



Service of the Word 

Old Testament Lesson: Exodus 12:1-14 (page 53) 
 

C:  Christ entered the Most Holy Place once for all 

      by His own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. 

He is the mediator of a new covenant, 

      that those who are called may receive the promised  

      eternal inheritance. 

      He provided redemption for his people; 

      He ordained his covenant forever. (Heb. 9:12b, 15a, Ps. 111:9a) 
 

Epistle Lesson: I Corinthians 11:23-26 (page 958) 

Gospel Lesson: Luke 22:14-20 (page 882)    

Sermon Hymn:   "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence"      LSB 621 

Sermon               “A Disciple Receives the Gifts”   

Offering 

First Communion Preparation 

Prayers 

Service of Holy Communion 

Hymn of Preparation:      “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”        LSB 606 

 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P:  It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising you    

     and saying: 
 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: Heaven and       

     earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna.  Hosanna. Hosanna  

     in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the  

     Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  (LSB 161) 

 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy           

     kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.            

     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  

     trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and  

     lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For  

     thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever  

     and ever. Amen 

 

Words of Institution 

 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you.  

 

C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have  

     mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the  

     world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you take away the  

     sin of the world; grant us peace.  (LSB 163) 

 

Communion Hymn: 

           “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord”           LSB 637  

 

Post-Communion:“Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace” LSB 937 

 

Benediction 

 

The Stripping of the Altar  
 (The Altar Guild removes items from the chancel                            

in anticipation of Good Friday) 

 

The Stripping of the Altar: An ancient gesture finding it’s place 

again in the Holy Week observances is the stripping of the altar 

after the Maundy Thursday celebration.  It is symbolic of Jesus’  

own humiliation at the soldiers’ hands and prepares the “table” for 

the austerity of the day to follow, Good Friday.  

 

(The Congregation Leaves in Silence) 

 

 


